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ACCOUNTABILITY GUIDE LINES
Revision January 2010 
ACCOUNTABILITY IS A CRITICAL ELEMENT IN THE SAFETY OF ALL FIREFIGHTERS WORKING ON THE FIRE GROUND.  THE PURPOSE OF THE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM IS TO ESTABLISH A SYSTEM OF MONITORING AND TRACKING PERSONNEL.  THIS WILL ENABLE THE INCIDENT COMMANDER TO IDENTIFY, LOCATE AND ACCOUNT FOR THE FUNCTIONS OF ALL PERSONNEL OPERATING ON THE SCENE.   THE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM IS DONE TO ENSURE EVERYONE’S SAFETY AND JOB EFFECTIVENESS.
IT WILL BE AT THE OIC’S DISCRETION TO INITIATE THE ON SCENE ACCOUNTIBILTY SYSTEM DEPENDING ON THE SEVERITY OR NEED OF THE INCIDENT.  THIS WILL INCLUDE MONITORING OF THE PERSONNEL STAGING AREA, HOT ZONE, AND REHAB AREA.  IT MAY INCLUDE AN APPARATUS STAGING AREA AS WELL.  THE OIC, AT ANY GIVEN TIME, MAY APPOINT A FIREFIGHTER TO BE A SAFETY OFFICER TO OVERSEE THESE AREAS.

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL MEMBERS TO READ, UNDERSTAND AND ABOVE ALL, FOLLOW THESE GUIDE LINES.  

1. EACH MEMBER SHALL BE ISSUED (2) PERSONNAL PHOTO IDENTIFICATION TAGS.  THE TAGS SHOULD BE KEPT EITHER ON YOUR COAT OR BACK OF HELMET, IN PLAIN VIEW. 
2. WHILE ENROUTE TO THE INCIDENT, ONE OF YOUR PHOTO ID TAGS WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOUR TURNOUT COAT OR HELMET AND PLACED ON THE APPARTUS COLLECTION RINGS.  

3. UPON ARRIVAL AT THE INCIDENT, IF A FIREFIGHTER HASN’T ALREADY RECEIVED ORDERS FROM AN OFFICER, THEY NEED TO REPORT TO THE PERSONNEL STAGING AREA AND AWAIT ORDERS.  NO MEMBER SHOULD FREELANCE, AS THIS DEFEATS THE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.
4. ONCE GIVEN ORDERS TO ENTER THE “HOT ZONE”, THE FIREFIGHTER MUST HAND THEIR PHOTO ID TAG TO THE OIC OR THE FIREFIGHTER ASSIGNED TO HANDLE ACCOUNTABILITY.
5. UPON COMPLETION OF YOUR ASSIGNED TASK, RETRIEVE YOUR PHOTO ID TAG.  THE OFFICER OR TEAM LEADER WILL NOTIFY THE OIC TO GIVE A REPORT OF THE JOB, NOTE THAT THEIR TEAM IS OUT OF THE HAZARD AREA, AND THAT EVERYONE HAS RETRIEVED THEIR ID TAGS.  THE FIREFIGHTERS SHOULD THEN REPORT BACK TO THE STAGING AREA OR REHAB AREA FOR FURTHER ORDERS.

6. AN IMPORTANT PART OF ACCOUNTING OF PERSONNEL SHALL BE USING A PERSONNEL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT (PAR).  THIS INVOLVES CONTACTING AND CONFIRMING EACH TEAMS STATUS ON CERTAIN INTERVALS.  AT ANYTIME THE ALL CLEAR AIR HORN BLAST OCCURS OR THE OIC REQUESTS (PAR), EACH FIREFIGHTER MUST REPORT TO THEIR OFFICER OR TEAM LEADER, WHO THEN WILL REPORT TO THE OIC THEIR (PAR) STATUS.
7. WHEN THE INCIDENT IS FINISHED AND PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN RELEASED FROM THE SCENE, EACH FIREFIGHTER MUST MAKE SURE THEY’VE RETRIEVED THEIR PHOTO ID TAG FROM THE OIC OR FIREFIGHTER ASSIGNED TO HANDLE ACCOUNTABILITY.
8. UPON RETURNING TO THE STATION, PERSONNEL SHOULD RETRIEVE THEIR PHOTO ID TAG FROM THE APPARATUS RING.
9. IF AT ANYTIME A FIREFIGHTER LEAVES THE SCENE BY ANOTHER MEANS THAN WHICH THEY ARRIVED, THEY MUST NOTIFY THE OIC OR OPERATOR OF THE RIG THEY CAME ON AND RETRIEVE THEIR PHOTO ID TAG FROM THAT RIG.

10.  REPORT ANY MISSING TAGS TO EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY AS SOON AS POSSILBE SO IT CAN BE REPLACED.

AS MENTIONED ABOVE, THESE ARE GUIDE LINES THE OFFICERS WOULD LIKE EVERYONE TO FOLLOW.  WE UNDERSTAND ALL INCIDENTS ARE DIFFERENT, BUT THE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR EVERYONE’S SAFTEY.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENTS AND YOUR COMPLIANCE.
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