OPS10
F.A.S.T. Team Response 
Scope:  
The Monroe County Fire Chief's Association countywide standard for the implementation of Firefighter Assist and Safety Team (also referred to as rapid assist team or rapid intervention team) at the scene of working fires.  This standard should provide some guideline as to when to call for such a team and to give an Incident Commander some idea as to the capabilities of the crew he may be bringing in through Mutual Aid.  Also, this standard is written so as to provide a training guideline that departments may train to when expected to provide a Firefighter Assist and Safety Team. 
Definition:  
In Monroe County the Firefighter Assist and Safety Team will be called a FAST team. 
Usage: 
Recommend that a FAST team be called for any time an incident is declared a "worker" or at any incident where a firefighter's safety is at high risk (building collapse, ice water rescue, etc.).   Depending on the size of the incident, it may be necessary to call for more than one FAST team. FAST team(s) should remain on scene until an incident is declared "under control" and released by the Incident Commander (IC). 
Manpower: 
The FAST team should consist of a minimum of 4 firefighters.  These firefighters should be classified as interior firefighters by their department.  This takes into account the county's minimum manning of a mutual aid pumper as 4 interior firefighters.  Additional firefighters may be either classification. 
Equipment: 
FAST teams should report to their designated area with the following equipment in hand and at the ready.  
	Full Turnout Gear 
	SCBA
	Portable Radio(s)  
	Portable Hand Lights

	Flathead & Pickhead Axe
	Halligan Bar  
	Pike Pole   
	100' Utility Rope  


Since most Mutual Aid in this county is done with pumpers, this equipment is what can normally be found on most pumpers per NFPA standards. 
Additional Equipment: 
The Incident Commander (IC) should see that the FAST team has immediate access to the following equipment:  
	Pumper with an established water supply
	Designated Hose Line- either on truck or deployed  

	Ground Ladder(s)     
	Ventilation Fan(s)  
	Extinguishers
	Power Saw(s)

	Medical Bag with 0xygen
	Additional SCBA Cylinders
	Additional Hand Tools  
	


The IC may also choose to have the FAST team have access to rescue equipment such as:  
	Powered Hydraulic Tools
	Hand Hydraulic Tools
	Pneumatic Tools 

	Cribbing   
	Air Bags
	


DUTIES: 
When requested to the scene of an incident, the FAST team leader (officer) should report to the command post and give the IC a report on the status of his crew.  The FAST team should then stand-by at a position most advantageous for the prescribed equipment.  They should then await orders and a sector designation from the IC.  The FAST team may be able to perform some tasks essential to firefighter safety such as raising ground ladders or circling the scene to view the incident, but should remain in radio contact with the Command Post and available to deploy on a moments notice.  Once deployed, the IC should immediately call for another FAST team to respond. 
FAST Team Considerations: 
First Priority -  Firefighter Life Safety - their own  Second Priority -  Firefighter Life Safety - others  Third Priority -  Civilian Life Safety  Fourth Priority -  Property Conservation FAST teams should use the methods they are most trained and familiar with to accomplish the task(s) assigned to them by the IC.  The team leader should report directly to the IC unless directed to report to another Sector Officer.
